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Prelude 

 

Bell 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Opening Hymn:                     “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”                          LBW  #389 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Invocation and Opening Prayer:   

In the name of the Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, help us to learn all that Jesus has commanded us! In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen.  

 

Opening Dialogue: 

Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? 

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 

 

This man is calling for Elijah. 

Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him. 

 

Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 

The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 

  

The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints were raised. 

Truly this man was Son of God! 

 

First Reading:  John 18:19-27 
19Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 

20Jesus answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues 

and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21Why 

do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." 22When 

he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that 

how you answer the high priest?" 23Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to 

the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?" 24Then Annas sent him 

bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not 

also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." 26One of the slaves of 

the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you 

in the garden with him?" 27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 

 

  (Silence for reflection and prayer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Reading from Luther’s Small Catechism:  Baptism Part 3 

 
How can water do such great things? 
It is not water that does these things, but God's Word with the water and our trust in this Word. 
Water by itself is only water, but with the Word of God it is a life-giving water which by grace gives the new 

birth through the Holy Spirit. 
 

St. Paul writes in Titus 3: 
"He saved us...in virtue of his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and  renewal in the Holy Spirit, 

which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by his 
grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life. 

The saying is sure.” 

 

  (Silence for reflection and prayer) 

 

Third Reading:  John 18:28-38a 
28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the 

morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement 

and to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation 

do you bring against this man?" 30They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we 

would not have handed him over to you." 31Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and 

judge him according to your law." The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone 

to death." 32(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he 

was to die.) 
33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are 

you the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others 

tell you about me?" 35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief 

priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My 

kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would 

be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not 

from here." 37Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a 

king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 38Pilate asked him, "What is 

truth?" 

 

  (Silence for reflection and prayer) 

 

Hymn:                                           “In the Hour of Trial”                                    LBW #106 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession: 

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise. 

Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, 

 but you take no delight in burnt offerings. 

The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; 

 in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

 and cleanse me from my sin. (Psalm 51:16-18, 1-2) 

 

We have come to make confession before God. In Christ we are free to confess the sins of 

which we are aware and the sins which trouble us. 

We confess before God that we are guilty of many sins. Especially we confess before 

Christ that... 

 

 

 



We use your name in vain, Lord.   

We taunt you and we mock your holiness.  We treat your grace as those who kept watch 

at your crucifixion did your clothes, we cast lots and apportion it among ourselves 

as we deem fit.   

 

We do not give the necessary honor to you, Lord.   

We feed you and our neighbor wine mixed with gall and tell our neighbor to save 

themselves when they have a problem.  For this, Master, we are sorry, and humbly 

repent.  Begin our lives anew. 

 

Lord, we confess that we do not understand the grievous nature of the sins we commit 

against you and against our neighbor until we see the consequences of our actions.   

We ask you to guide our hearts and move us away from those sins so that we refrain 

from them and do Christian deeds in this world instead. 

 

Lord, we are quick to handle details to make sure that things go our way instead of trusting 

your way.   

We are controlling where we should be obedient, and doubtful where we should be 

joyful.  Continue to teach us that we cannot and would not want to test your 

sovereignty, because you have the best in mind for us.  Remind us that you are in 

charge. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God 

forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to 

become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

 

We pray as you taught the disciples to pray: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



Benediction:   

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn:                                     “My Faith Looks up to Thee”                               LBW #479 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal:   

Go to lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.   

Thanks be to God. 

 
 


